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Big is beautiful for merging universities
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Lon«;ohdatlon in US. I—Ilgher Education: A Case
Study ofa Regional Institution

Douglas V. Hawks

University of Termesser - Knovewille, doaghawk s@gmail com

TEEHSEHNE  KREEHFAZ
W IR 2

Harvard, Yale, William & Mary,
Pennsylvania, Brown,

Rutgers, Columbia, Dartmouth,
and Princeton
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Mergers in Higher Education: 20
A proactive strategy to a better future?
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Number of M&A transactions

1900s 1910s 1920s 1930s 1940s 1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010-

2017
Note: About 10 known M&A transactions
occurred during the 19th century; the

earliest on record took place in 1830.

BUALLTOEMRFORM, Note: Number of M&A transactions is not completely exhaustive—some small-scale or distant-past mergers
may not be represented
Source: Higher Education Mergers Blog; Parthenon-EY Analysis
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List of university and college mergers

in the United States

Carnegie Mellon University - formed by the merger of
Carnegie Institute of Technology
and Mellon Institute of Industrial Research

Case Western Reserve University - merger of Case Tech
and Western Reserve, 1967

Harvard University - signed merger with Radcliffe College
in 1977; completed merger in 1999

Pennsylvania State University - absorbed Dickinson School
of Law, 2000

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of university and_
college_mergers_in_the United_States

New York University - acquired New York College of

Dentistry in 1925; completed merged Polytechnic
University in 2013

Rutgers University - absorbed University of Newark, 1947

Boston University - merger of Boston University School of

Education and Wheelock College of Education and Human
Development, 2017

Purdue University - acquired Kaplan University, 2017



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnegie_Mellon_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Case_Western_Reserve_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvard_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennsylvania_State_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rutgers_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purdue_University
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List of university and college mergers

In Europe
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1. Wavel (1992)

2. Wave ll (1993-1997)
3. Wave Ill (1998-2000)
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1. YangR. (2015). Institutional Mergers in Chinese Higher Education,
In Curaj et al. (eds.), Mergers and Alliances in Higher Education
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